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years as the champion of right and liberty against
oppression, England as an Asiatic Power continued
to appear in a somewhat less favourable light. At
the close of the Crimean War we find her attacking
Persia, in pursuance of a quarrel for which her own
Minister at Tehran was chiefly responsible. Before
the conclusion of this discreditable affair our agents
at Hong Kong committed a much worse outrage on
Chinese rights. A certain vessel called the Arrow,
belonging to a Chinese merchant and manned by
Chinese sailors, had, with doubtful propriety, been
authorised to fly the British flag. This privilege,
whatever its justification, had been merely tem-
porary; and ten days after its expiry Chinese
officials boarded the Arrow and took away her
crew, on the plea that some of them had been
guilty of piracy. Sir John Bowring, the Governor
of Hong Kong, demanded their surrender, and, on
its being refused, the forts guarding the approaches
to Canton were attacked and taken. Yeh, the
Chinese Commissioner, then restored the crew, but
demanded that those accused of piracy should be
given up to Chinese justice, besides refusing to
apologise for his proceedings. Then came fresh
claims and further hostilities, Bowring's whole
attitude being apparently modelled on the behaviour
of Russia to Turkey, which had recently excited so
much indignation in English breasts.

It excited some indignation even when the bully
happened to be an Englishman. Palmerston, who
made a rule of backing up his agents whether right
or wrong, defended Bowring ; but a vote of censure
moved by Cobden and supported by Russell,
Gladstone, Disraeli, and the whole Conservative